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The Law Society Act, section 1 is amended to incorporate persons who are not barristers and solicitors, but provide “legal services” which are defined by Bill 14 referred to as “An Act to promote access to justice by amending or repealing various Acts and by enacting the Legislation Act, 2006”.
The definition section under section 1(1) of the Law Society Act has been amended.  The actual Bill 14 (with my emphasis in italics) reads:
s.2(1): Subsection 1 (1) of the Act is amended by adding the following definition:

 “adjudicative body” means any body that, after the presentation of evidence or legal argument by one or more persons, makes a decision that affects a person’s legal interests, rights or responsibilities and, without limiting the generality of the foregoing, includes,

(a) a federal or provincial court,

(b) a tribunal established under an Act of Parliament or under an Act of the Legislature of Ontario,

(c) a commission or board appointed under an Act of Parliament or under an Act of the Legislature of Ontario to conduct an inquiry or inquest, and

(d) an arbitrator; (“organisme juridictionnel”)

(7) Subsection 1 (1) of the Act is amended by adding the following definitions:

“person who is authorized to provide legal services in Ontario” means,

(a) a person who is licensed to provide legal services in Ontario and whose licence is not suspended, or

(b) a person who is not a licensee but is permitted by the by-laws to provide legal services in Ontario;(“personne autorisée à fournir des services ju-ridiques en Ontario”)

Section 1 of the Law Society Act is further amended by Bill 14 by adding the following: 

(5) For the purposes of this Act, a person provides legal services if the person engages in conduct that involves the application of legal principles and legal judgment with regard to the circumstances or objectives of a person.

(6) Without limiting the generality of subsection (5), a person provides legal services if the person does any of the following:

1. Gives a person advice with respect to the legal interests, rights or responsibilities of the person or of another person.

2. Selects, drafts, completes or revises, on behalf of a person,

vi. a document that affects the legal interests, rights or responsibilities of a person, other than the legal interests, rights or responsibilities referred to in subparagraphs i to v, or

vii. a document for use in a proceeding before an adjudicative body.

3. Represents a person in a proceeding before an adjudicative body.

4. Negotiates the legal interests, rights or responsibilities of a person.
 (7) Without limiting the generality of paragraph 3 of bsubsection (6), doing any of the following shall be considered to be representing a person in a proceeding:

1. Determining what documents to serve or file in relation to the proceeding, determining on or with whom to serve or file a document, or determining when, where or how to serve or file a document.

3. Engaging in any other conduct necessary to the conduct of the proceeding.

Not practicing  law or providing legal services

(8) For the purposes of this Act, the following persons shall be deemed not to be practicing law or providing legal services:

1. A person who is acting in the normal course of carrying on a profession or occupation governed by another Act of the Legislature, or an Act of Parliament, that regulates specifically the activities of persons engaged in that profession or occupation.

2. An employee or officer of a corporation who selects, drafts, completes or revises a document for the use of the corporation or to which the corporation is a party.

3. An individual who is acting on his or her own be-half, whether in relation to a document, a proceeding or otherwise.

4. An employee or a volunteer representative of a trade union who is acting on behalf of the union or a member of the union in connection with a grievance, a labour negotiation, an arbitration proceeding or a proceeding before an administrative tribunal. 

5. A person or a member of a class of persons pre-scribed by the by-laws, in the circumstances pre-scribed by the by-laws.

